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Synopsis

Fyodor Dostoevsky’s crowning life work, The Brothers Karamazov, stands among the greatest
novels in world literature. His exploration of faith, doubt, morality, and the place of suffering in life
are equaled in no other work of literature, save the Bible. / The book explores the possible role of
four brothers in the unresolved murder of their father, Fyodor Karamazov. At the same, it carefully
explores the personalities and inclinations of the brothers themselves. Their psyches together
represent the full spectrum of human nature, and continuum of faith and doubt. Ultimately this novel
seeks to understand the real meaning of existence and includes much beneficial philosophical and
spiritual discussion that moves the reader towards faith. // This new abridgment done exclusively for
Hovel Audio by Russian Studies scholar Thomas Beyer keeps the important religious themes of the
novel intact. It is an excellent way for the admirer of Dostoevsky to refresh himself, or to introduce
Dostoevsky to a friend who has yet to experience the joy of reading his works. // Fyodor Dostoevsky
(1821-1881) writes with a passion and keen insight of biblical grace like no other modern novelist.
His works Crime and Punishment and The Idiot testify to his great skill. The Brothers Karamazov
has been hailed by readers for over a century as one of the finest achievements in all of western
literature. // Thomas R. Beyer is Professor of Russion at Middlebury College in Vermont. He holds
three degrees in Slavic Literature including a Ph.D. from the University of Kansas. In his decades of
teaching, Tom Beyer has read The Brothers Karamazov dozens of times. His abridgment of the

novel for Hovel Audio shows his thorough knowledge of his subject.
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Customer Reviews

THE BROTHERS KARAMAZQV, which is one of Dostoyevsky’s all time best, perhaps the best,
adds to make him perhaps the best writer of all times. The author came up with so many great ideas
and characters that are so real to life even in their complex emotions and rationales that we relate to
the characters as if we are in their heads. In the end, not only do we have a great story, we are also
left with a beautifully written work of political, psychological, sociological, ethical and psychological
thought that is very true not only to Russia, but to other lands and peoples as well. The greatest soul
writer of all times and great contributor to human psychology successfully created a beautiful and
amazing dynamism between the Karamazov brothers that has been the core of many stories after
involving siblings. There is the unreliable father, the old Fyodor Karamazov whose life dominates his
sons and whose death casts a huge shadow on their future.Sensual Alyosha who is the youngest of
the Karamazov brothers is the main character of the story, and he is noted for his strong faith in god
and humanity, deep kindness and sense of sacrifice.lvan the atheist has a sharp mind and is the
critical analyzer who seeks for meaning in everything. He is skeptical and dwells more on rationale
in his dealing with people and issues. In the end, his intellectual mind misleads him and opens the
doors to the nightmares in his life.Dmitry is the sensitive brother who has a strong consideration for
anything living, Smerdyakov their half-brother, is the cunning illegitimate son of old Fyodor
Karamazov and works as Fyodor’s servant.
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